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THIS IS UNEVALUATED INFORMATION

fred Oaissner, member of the SED Politburesu, chief theoretician
of the Party, and reputedly close to SED Secretary Genersl Walter
Jloricht, in a lecture before the assembled student body of the
KLarl Marx Academy presented on 9 August 195C the following views
on current lssues lianked with the peace campailgn, the Netional
Front, and the October electlons:

1. DBED members within the feace committeszs will atrive to broaden
the organizational base of the movewment snd in their ideolegical
Fight present tha true identity of asgressorsg, combat pacifism,’
neutrality (Profesgsor Noask) ind all ideological forms in which
preparaticas Tor war are disruised, zmong whileh anti-Bolshevism is
gspecially dangerous,

-

2. "Sinece we are not clairvoyant and wnable to tell whether we will
be able to prevent a war which would entail our fighting side by
side with the Soviets, it is necessary tc enlighten the populatiorn
{through the peace committees) on their tasks in the event veace
shionld not be preserwed.” In fighting pacifism. which, howewer
shouid not be the main Jine of attzek, ons should argue that vaci-
Tism harms the peace movement hy rendering 1t defenseless. Force
of arms has to be counterad with foree of armg based on the mili-
tary might of the peace-loving nations.

(¥

-~ National Front propapanda has to use as its point of departure
the Potsdam agrzement which was consonant with Communiet aims and
therefore especially welcome. Hational recsistance only bhegapg with
the attempts of Amerlecan imperialism at splitting Germany. HNo-
body was thinking of national resistance hefore that time.

4. The criticism which the SED has aimed at the XPD in Western Germanvw
in effect states that the XPD has failed to appreciate the imports e
beyond the DDR of Stalinfs teleszrawm. That tclepram refers to the
whole of Germany. By the same token the XPD has fziled to under-
stanc that the DDR serves &s thae keystone for the whole of Gernar .
Bven the SED in the exercise of self-criticism had to counfess that
it failed to comprehend the Stalin telegram in its full import.:

This has been reflected in an inadequate orientation toward ques-~
tions affectine the whole of Germany. The SED has been too pre- L
oeeupied with the DDR at the exnense of accentine responsibility
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5, thereas the KPD willl now have to eoncentrate on Nstional Reslstance,
the SED should concentrate on the whole of Germany. Adenauer and
the people back of him have reacted mucih faster to the resolutions
of the Third Party Conference than our own press. That, too,
proves the importance of the Party Conference. The situation in
festern Germany is far from hopeless. One ought not to Judge it
on the basis of election results and what the press has to say. One
could more profitably watch the growing mass organizations. The
situation in Western Germany could be compared to that in Russla
prior to 1917. The ¥FD has failed to exploit a situation which,
objectively speaking, looks favorable. A mistake made in Western
Germany has been, for exanmple, the executlon of our fight agalnst
agents under the glare of jress publicity rather than making it an
{nternal affair of the Par:iy. This has not exactly helped to in-
crease the popularity of the KFD in Western Germany. Anocther short-
coming is the inability ol the 01d comrades in the XPD to adapt
themselves to changed comiitions. We shall have to lean more heavily
on the youth and on the FDJ.

6. 1If we succeed in fomenting burning hatred arainst the occupying
powers., the Americans may decide to depart after ail. A comparison
hetween Southern Korea shd Western Germany has to allow for the im-
portant difference that the whole of Southern Korea is opposed to
the Americans, while this cannot be said of the West German and
Berlin population. If, however, we suceceed in forming a broad re-
sistance front, it is quite possible that we may sneceed in getting
+3d of the Americans.

7. As regards our cultural work, the main prerequisite for improvement
is a re-shuffling »f persons in key positions. Furthermore, care-
ful serutiny of the eulhbural sections of the Party and of the lead~
ing functionariss of thn cultural mass organizations 1is necessary.
311 unrealistic idealiscs will have to be removed.

8. In promoiting party education, the thecretical importance of Stalin
and his writings will have to be stressed 1increasingly. The Kerl
Marx Academy must increase its vigilance. !More study should be
given to the past hitory of the Party. One of the tasks of the
Academy will be editing the biography of Ernst Thaelmann, which, at
the same time, will serve as the history of the workers' movement
in the Weimar Repullic.

9, A1l tasks set by the Party Conference will have to culminate in
the battle the SE. will be calied upon to fight on October 15th,

The SED deprecate; the voicing of opinicns within the Party -
elaiming that the forthcoming elections are not truly democratie
(this argument rests on an jnability to differentiate between
democracy and pariamentarism). Dangerous also is the widespread
pelief that all tie excitment iz qulte superfluous, beczuse nothing
untoward is 1liable to happen. It cannot be immaterial to us how
~any valid and hou many invalid votes are passed (there will not
be "No" votes).

25X1 [;::::::]ggmggggz The impression among the students, after listen-
g, GO Oelmsner's address, was the belief in a steadily increasing
danger of war, A representative cross~Section believes that an out~
break of hostilitins even before the end of the current term
(Decemher 1950) cannot be ruled out., The supervening disclosurs
of the Noel Field gonspiracy temporarily resulted in excited talk
about the general unreliability of Party functionaries. Some
students claimed thot in an emar§ency 80% of the students of the
Karl Yarx Academy would presumably take to fiight. The hostile re-
action of the local population in Klein-Machnow (a notoriously re-
actionary residential district outside the ecity 1imits of Gross-
Rarlin) to the solfciting of signatures for the Stockliolm atom bomb
declaration has geferated among the student body considerable con-
cern which the pubiication of allegedly authentle photographs Irem
Korea purporting 4o show the treatment meted out to Communist
partisans by the Americans has not helped to alleviate)
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